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CALIFORNIA'S EXTREME FIRE DANGER 


irefighters on Thursday monitor a section of the Thomas fire along U.S. 101 north of Ventura, Calif. 

The firefighters were using a flare device to burn off brush close to the roadside. Strong Santa Ana 

winds were rapidly pushing multiple wildfires across the region, destroying hundreds of homes 
and structures. Mario Tama, Getty Images » 15A 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


Athletes 
ignoring 
“question” 


By Jason Blevins 
The Denver Post 


COPPER MOUNTAIN» As the best 
snowboarders and skiers in the 
world kicked off their quest to 
reach the South Korea Olympics 
next year, America’s ambassador 
to the United Nations, Nikki Ha- 
ley, suggested that the United 
States’ participation in the Winter 
Olympics is “an open question.” 

“What does that mean?” said su- 
perstar snowboarder Shaun White, 
shortly before dropping into the 
Copper Mountain halfpipe for the 
first U.S. Olympic qualifier on his 
push to compete in his fourth 
Olympics. “There’s always drama. 
In Brazil, it was Zika, and Russia 
was all the laws against homosexu- 
ality and all the other things. Italy 
was after Y1, and people were kind 
of tripping out. Canada was pretty 
mellow, though. And now it’s North 
Korea. I’ve always felt safe.” 

In an interview with Fox News 
on Wednesday, Haley suggested it 
was not certain that the U.S. 
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CHANGES IN TAX CODE 


Colorado homeowners could pay 
resell price from GOP proposals 


By Aldo Svaldi 
The Denver Post 


Years of rapid home price 
appreciation along the 
northern Front Range will 
leave homeowners in the re- 
gion more vulnerable to 
changes in the tax code now 
before Congress. 

Coloradans need to be 
aware of one change in partic- 
ular that could have big impli- 
cations for them when it 
comes time to sell — an exten- 


sion in the time owners must 
occupy their homes to avoid 
paying capital-gains taxes. 
“Homeowners across the 
country should pay attention. 
You will find the biggest ef- 
fects, however, in your big- 
gest, more expensive mar- 
kets,” said Danielle Hale, chief 
economist with Realtor.com. 
Right now, owners must 
have lived in a home for at 
least two years within the 
last five years at the time of 
sale to avoid paying capital 


gains taxes on any increase 
in value up to $500,000 for 
joint filers and $250,000 for 
single filers. For most home- 
owners, that means holding 
on to a home for at least two 
years is a good idea. 

But Congress, looking for 
ways to generate more reve- 
nues to pay for cuts else- 
where, wants to extend that 
to five years within the last 
eight years. That would 
force most homeowners to 
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Combative Franken resigns from Senate 


By Alan Fram 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» Sen. Al Fran- 
ken, a rising political star 
only weeks ago, reluctantly 
announced Thursday he’s 
resigning from Congress, 
succumbing to a torrent of 
sexual harassment allega- 
tions and evaporating sup- 
port from fellow Democrats. 


At least eight 
women ac- 
cused Sen. 
Al Franken 


> of sexual 


“et misconduct. 


But he fired a defiant parting 
shot at President Donald 
Trump and other Republi- 
cans he said have survived 
much worse accusations. 


“I, of all people, am aware 
that there is some irony in 
the fact that I am leaving 
while aman who has bragged 
on tape about his history of 
sexual assault sits in the Oval 
Office, and a man who has re- 
peatedly preyed on young 
girls campaigns for the Sen- 
ate with the full support of 
his party,” Franken said. 
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING 


Land 
trust 
Is new 
wa 


A metro Denver initiative 
has $24 million and aims 
to secure 700 homes for 
low-income families. 


By Jon Murray The Denver Post 


Several private foundations and 
nonprofits on Thursday gave a 
more than $24 million boost to an 
idea that has gained attention 
from Denver affordable-housing 
advocates as a promising way to 
put homeownership within reach 
for lower-income families in the 
metro area. 

By forming the Elevation Com- 
munity Land Trust and commit- 
ting that money, its backers aim to 
create the largest community land 
trust in Colorado. Within five 
years, the new organization could 
assemble a collection of 700 homes 
scattered across the city and its 
suburbs — split between existing 
houses and new townhomes and 
condos — using a model that re- 
duces the cost for buyers who fall 
below income limits. 

It would do so by holding own- 
ership of the land under each 
home in a nonprofit trust in perpe- 
tuity, leasing the land to the 
home’s owner for regular pay- 
ments. Upon reselling the house, 
owners would pocket a portion, 
but not all, of any increase in the 
home’s value. Future buyers would 
face similar income qualifications. 

Community land trusts “sup- 
port low-income families in safely 
bridging the gap between rental 
housing and homeownership, al- 
lowing them to increase their sav- 
ings and assets, improve their fi- 
nancial literacy and ultimately be- 
come more economically self- 
sufficient,” said Dave Younggren, 
the president and CEO of Denver- 
based Gary Community Invest- 
ments, which has committed $5 
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LIFE & CULTURE 


CHORAL EVENTS 
STRIKE CHORDS FOR 
HOLIDAY SEASON 


Check out a roundup of some of 
the holiday vocal shows coming 
up in the metro area. »1C 


Business. Aurora’s Gaylord 
hotel, now 70 percent complete, 
is set to open in late 2018. »12A 
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